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Isolation and Community 
 

The author C.S. Lewis depicts several scenarios displaying isolation and the different 

ways with which it is dealt. Lewis asserts that community, the opposite of isolation, serves to aid 

in the prevention of evil. However, community alone cannot prevent evil, there needs to be 

another source in our lives, and Lewis uses God as the other source in his books. Lewis describes 

in “The Voyage of the Dawn Treader” and “The Great Divorce” that community is necessary in 

our lives, while isolation acts as soil to the roots of evil. 

 In “The Voyage of the Dawn Treader,” a character named Eustace, who is very lazy, 

wanders off into a forest and discovers a cave full of treasure. He becomes very greedy and 

begins to collect as much treasure as possible until his pockets are completely filled. Eustace 

then falls asleep and is surprised to find himself transformed into a dragon when he awakens. He 

finds his cousins, the Pevensies, and they discern that he is the dragon, however, they cannot 

transform him back into a human. While Eustace remains a dragon, he feels depressed, lonely, 

and for once in his life an urge to be in the presence of others. Before this unfortunate encounter, 

Eustace hardly cared for individuals, but his new lack of community truly affected him. Lewis 

displays that isolation and evil work hand in hand. Isolation created the opportunity for evil, 

while evil created the opportunity for isolation. In his situation community could have prevented 
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Eustace from his greedy action, but without God, his evil thoughts would still remain. It was for 

the better that he was not “rescued” until after undergoing his major transformation.  

Later in the book “The Voyage of the Dawn Treader,”  Lucy Pevensie, a cousin of 

Eustace, lands on an island full of mysterious invisible creatures called the Dufflepuds. In order 

for the Dufflepuds to become visible again, Lucy must go upstairs in a mansion, find a 

spellbook, and undo the spell that was once cast upon them. While she is looking through the 

book, she finds a spell to make herself beautiful. She would become so beautiful that her sister 

Susan would never be noticed again for her beauty. Lucy was so consumed with this spell to 

make herself beautiful that she almost cast it upon herself. Luckily, a picture of Aslan, the lion 

figure whom Lewis uses to portray God, appears at the top of the page where it had not been 

before and scares Lucy. She immediately flips the page and forgets about the spell. In this 

scenario, Aslan alone saved her from choosing an evil action. Lewis shows that God alone can 

save a human, while man alone cannot. Lucy was a very wise and strong young lady in the 

choices she made as opposed to Eustace who was very weak. That demonstrates that no matter 

how strong the individual is, isolation can create room for evil.  

The last example from “The Voyage of the Dawn Treader” is towards the end of the book 

when Lucy is on the Dawn Treader. In the distance she catches a glimpse of sea-creatures, whom 

Lewis uses to portray Sirens, who are extremely pleasant to view. Drinian the first-mate of the 

ship sees Lucy and the sea-creatures she is viewing; having known that these creatures are of no 

good, Drinian commands her to look away quickly. If the men on the Dawn Treader saw these 

gorgeous creatures, they would instantly jump into the ocean and fall in love with the women or 

the land itself. They have an enchantment about them that is quite dangerous. Lewis’s intention 
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was to show that Drinian was used by God to protect the crew of the ship. Each of these 

scenarios has had a similar result. Several times God directly saves his characters and several 

times He uses others to save the characters. If Eustace had been immediately rescued from being 

a dragon he would not have encountered his miraculous inner transformation. Without the Lord, 

we will never have the true community that we need to thrive. God himself protected Lucy in the 

mansion, while on the ship He used Drinian to protect Lucy and the entire crew. God placed 

community in our lives to guide us and help make the correct decisions and choices in life, 

however, without Him we would not have a fulfilling reason to make good decisions. 

In “The Great Divorce,” Lewis writes on his views of heaven and hell. He portrays hell 

through a place called “the Grey Town.” In this town there is plenty of community, however, 

since hell is the absence of God, the community is in itself corrupt. The people of this town are 

angry, bitter and distraught because of the absence of love, joy and peace which the Lord 

provides. In result, this creates a very defective community. Lewis displays that community is 

dangerous and unhealthy for humanity. Later in “The Great Divorce,” readers get to experience 

Lewis’ views of heaven, and the community is beautiful since the Lord is present there. Lewis 

shows in “The Great Divorce” that evil is still able to be created in heaven but nonetheless it is 

less common because of the strong presence of God. 

 Online community is another example of unhealthy community. This is not true 

community because God is not present, and the members of the online community are not 

wishing the best for each other, which is necessary for a healthy community.  Joanne Harris 

states, “Online communities are an expression of loneliness.” 
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In Lewis’ essay entitled “The Weight of Glory,” he writes, “Next to the Blessed 

Sacrament itself, your neighbor is the holiest object presented to your senses. If he is your 

Christian neighbour he is holy in almost the same way, for in him also Christ vere latitat-the 

glorifier and the glorified, Glory Himself, is truly hidden.” (Lewis, “The Weight of Glory”) Vere 

latitat in Latin means “truly hides.” In this quote, Lewis is saying that the glory of God hides in 

our neighbors. He makes it clear that healthy community and our neighbors are important-they 

are the closest people to the Lord himself. Our neighbors are not just those that live in our 

neighborhood. All people are our neighbors and Lewis states, “The load, or weight, or burden of 

my neighbour’s glory should be laid daily on my back, a load so heavy that only humility can 

carry it, and the backs of the proud will be broken.” (Lewis,“The Weight of Glory”). It takes 

humility to let others carry your burdens and to accept good community. Neighbors are needed in 

lives to keep others accountable and maintain our humility.  

Lewis, of course, was not the only human who spoke about community. The American 

novelist, farmer, poet, environmental activist and cultural critic Wendell Berry wrote in The Art 

of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays, “Healing is impossible in loneliness; it’s the 

opposite of loneliness. Conviviality is healing. To be healed we must come with all the other 

creatures to the feast of Creation.” (pg.99, "The Body and the Earth") Lewis has shown through 

characters in his writings that we cannot heal in loneliness. Healing is quite necessary for 

humanity. We must have conviviality to heal and true conviviality comes from God. Therefore, 

the healing is from God, even if he uses others to heal people. In Lewis’ Mere Christianity, he 

writes that people who say they have never been helped by Christ, but they have been helped by 

a human is rather like a woman in World War I saying that if there is a shortage of bread, they 
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would be fine because they only ate toast. Lewis makes the point that we cannot do anything on 

our own. With Him, anything is possible and when one enters into healthy community, healing 

will begin to take place in their life.  

A Canadian Catholic philosopher, theologian and humanitarian, Jean Vanier, created 

international communities for those with disabilities. In his book, Community and Growth, he 

states “Community is a sign that love is possible in a materialistic world where people so often 

either ignore or fight each other. It is a sign that we don't need a lot of money to be happy--in 

fact, the opposite.” Lewis’ thoughts align with Vanier when he says, “Community is a sign that 

love is possible in a materialistic world.” Community is a sign of God’s love for us and the 

desire He has for our well-being. Lewis feels that community without God is not true 

community. There is no true healing, love, peace or joy without Him. Vanier also states in his 

book, Community and Growth, “Community is only being created when they have recognized 

that the greatness of man is to accept his insignificance, his human condition and his earth, and 

to thank God for having put in a finite body the seeds of eternity which are visible in small and 

daily gestures of love and forgiveness. The beauty of man is in this fidelity to the wonder of each 

day.” When those in isolation recognize their faults, they will begin to desire community and 

will enter into a place of forgiveness and love given to them by God through those in their 

community. Everyone is in isolation at some moment in their life, but they can overcome it if 

they choose to, however, the person must want to escape the place of isolation and enter into a 

safe and healthy community with their neighbors.  

Lewis, Berry, Vanier and Day had different views and beliefs, but their views on 

community remained the same. Community is necessary in our lives. Dorothy Day who was an 
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American journalist and social activist once said in her autobiography “The Long Loneliness,” 

that “ We have all known the long loneliness and we have found that the answer is community.” 
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